Re:  International Studies in Technology (IST)
Dear Director:  
The J?lich Division of the Aachen University of Applied Sciences, Germany, has responded to the challenging demands of the modern world by developing the International Studies in Technology Program (IST).  This is an international engineering program, designed to offer qualified international applicants with no previous knowledge of German, the opportunity to join Germany’s highly-regarded university system.  
As we consistently draw some of our best students from Bulgaria, would like to give you more information about our International Studies in Technology (IST) program.  With your support we will be able to increase our contacts in your country in order to offer Bulgarian students all the advantages of bilingual engineering university study in Germany. 
The great advantage of the first-year engineering courses offered by IST is that they are taught in English.  During this period, participation in intensive German language classes allow students to gain fluency in German enabling them to take part in the German lectures in the third semester.  Starting in the third semester all lectures are held in German.  Students must pass the German Certificate examination with a score of 75% by the fourth semester
The IST program leads to the internationally recognized Bachelor of Engineering in the following fields;
· Chemical Engineering 
· Electrical Engineering 
· Mechanical Engineering 
· Physical Engineering 
· Applied Physics 
· Biomedical Engineering 
On completion of the undergraduate degree, it is also possible for students to continue their studies in a Master’s program.  We currently offer three Master’s programs, taught completely in English, to give the best students the chance to specialize further:
· Master of Science in Biomedical Engineering 
· Master of Science in Energy Systems 
· European Master of Science in Nuclear Applications 
Detailed information about our programs is available on our website www.juelich.fh-aachen.de/aaa.  If you have any questions or would like more information, please do not hesitate to contact me at stone@fh-aachen.de.
We look forward to working with you and your students in the near future. 
Sincerely,
Katherine C. Stone
Department of International Affairs
Admission Requirements

Applicants from Bulgaria must meet the following admission requirements:
         Diploma za (zavarseno) sredno obrazovanie on a general academic secondary school or special secondary school, or
         Either Svidetelstvo za zrelost, Diploma za sredno obrazovanie, Svidetelstvo za zrelost i kvlifikacija, or Diploma, all of which also require one year of successful university study.

Application Deadline

The application deadline is 1 July 2005, however we recommend that applicants apply earlier, as it can take students several months to get a visa after they have been admitted.
Application information and an application form is available at  www.juelich.fh-aachen.de/aaa , “Apply to IST”. 
There is no application fee for students applying to the International Studies in Technology or the Masters programs listed above.  International students applying to the Fachhochschule Aachen in all other programs must apply over ASSIST.  Please see the website  http://www.fh-aachen.de/bewerb_ausl.html 

Student Expenses

Although students without an undergraduate degree do not have to pay a tuition fee to attend the undergraduate programs at our university, they do have fixed costs that should be taken into consideration:
Fixed costs for students are
· Student activity fee, which includes a ticket for free local train and bus transportation, of about € 150 per semester; 
· German lessons, which are about € 300 per semester; 
· Living costs, room and board, mandatory health insurance, generally around € 600 per month; 
· At this time there are no tuition fees for most students in our state in Germany, North Rhine Westphalia.  However, students who take longer than the standard study time must pay a tuition fee. The standard study time for the IST Bachelor's program is 6 semesters, and students can study for up to 9 semesters without paying a tuition fee.  Starting in the 10th semester, Bachelor's students must pay a tuition fee of 650 euros per semester.  A similar rule applies to students studying in the German Diplom (FH) program, but as the standard study time is 8 semesters, and the students can study for up to 12 semesters without paying a tuition fee. 
Visas

Students generally have to prove that they have sufficient financial resources to support themselves in Germany when they apply for a student visa to come to Germany, and every year when they renew their visa. 
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